A Proclamation for the abolishing of English Books, after the Death
of Anne Askew, set forth by the King, a.p.1546, the eighth day
of July.

The king's most excellent majesty—understanding how, under pretence of
expounding and declaring the truth of God's Scripture, divers lewd and evil-
disposed persons have taken upon them to utter and sow abroad, by books
imprinted in the English tongue, sundry pernicious and detestable errors and
heresies, not only contrary to the laws of this realm, but also repugnant to the
true sense of God’s law and his word, by reason whereof certain men of late,
to the destruction of their own bodies and souls, and to the evil example of
others, bave atlempted arrogantly and maliciously to impugn the truth, and
therewith trouble lie sober, quiet, and godly religion, umlegnu.nd established
under the king's majesty in this his realm; his highness, minding to foresee
the dangers that might ensue of the said books, is enforced to use ghi- general
prohibition, commandment, and proclamaticn, as followeth :

First, That from henceforth no man, woman, or person, of what estate, con-
dition, or degree soever he or they be, shall, after ﬂ}:e last day of August next
ensuing, receive, have, take, or keep in his or their possession, the text of the
New Testament, of Tyndale’s or Coverdale’s translation in English, nor any
other than is permitted by the act of parliament made in the session of the

arliament holden at Westminster in the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth year of

is majesty's most noble reign; nor, after the gaid day, shall receive, have,
take, or keep, in his or their ession, any manner of books printed or written
in the English tongue, which be, or shall be, set forth in the names of Frith,
Tyndale, Wickliff, Joy, Roy, Basil, Bale, Barnes, Coverdale, Turner, Tracy,
or by any of them; or any other book or books containing matter contrary to
the said act made in the year thi:ty—fmu—, or tllir%—ﬁve; but shall, before the
last day of August next coming, deliver the same English book or books, to his
master inthn‘tlggouaehold, if he be a servant, or dwell under any other; and
the master or ruler of the house, and such others as dwell at large, shall deliver
all such books of these sorts aforesaid as they have, or shall come to their
hands, delivered as afore or otherwise, to the mayor, bailiff) or chief constable
of the town where they dwell, to be by them delivered over openly within forty
days next following after lhe‘nid delivery, to the sheriff of the shire, or to the
bishop's chancellor, or commissary of the same diocese; to the intent the said
bishop, chancellor, commissary, and sheriff, and every of them, may cause
them incontinently to be openly burned : which thing the king's majesty’s plea-
sure is, that every of them I!Hi-" see executed in most effectual sort, and of
their doings thereof make certificate to the king's majesty’s most honourable
council, before the firat day of October next coming.

And, to the intent that no man shall mistrust any danger of such penal
statutes as be passed in this behalf, for the kecping of the said books, the king's
majesty is most dgraciumly Fonlented, by this proclamation, to pardnn that
offence to the said time appointed by this proclamation for the delivery of the



